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Post-Acute Care (PAC) Quality Reporting

• DCPAC is the “Business Owner” with oversight responsibilities 
of 5 Quality Reporting Programs (QRP). 

1. Home Health Agency  QRP (HHA QRP)
2. Hospice QRP
3. Long-term Acute Care Hospital QRP (LTCH QRP)
4. Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility QRP (IRF QRP)
5. Skilled Nursing Facility QRP (SNF QRP)

• Each of the 5 quality reporting programs are penalty based 
programs 

• Failure to submit the required data, results in a 2% reduction to 
the PAC provider’s CY/FY annual payment update (APU) 

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/HomeHealthQualityInits/HHQIQualityMeasures.html
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/Hospice-Quality-Reporting/Hospice-Item-Set-HIS.html
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/LTCH-Quality-Reporting/LTCH-CARE-Data-Set-and-LTCH-QRP-Manual.html
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/IRF-Quality-Reporting/
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/NursingHomeQualityInits/SNF-Quality-Reporting.html


PAC Providers: General Overview



PAC Assessment

• DCPAC leads the development and maintenance 
of measures for both setting-specific, as well as 
the cross-setting IMPACT Act measures. 
– Currently maintaining over 100 measures across its QRPs.

• 50 measure concepts are either being considered for 
development or are under development 

• All patient assessment measures are collected by our 
assessment instruments.



Home Health Agency (HHA) 
Quality Reporting Program



Hospice Quality Reporting Program



Long-Term Care Hospital (LTCH) 
Quality Reporting Program



Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility (IRF) 
Quality Reporting Program



Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNF) 
Quality Reporting Program



PAC QM vs. Hospital/EP eCQM Processes

• Data Collection:
– Hospitals and EPs: Clinical data entry in CEHRT (certified EHR technology) software 

which produces QRDA files
• Source data must be EHR-generated 

– PAC Settings: Setting-specific assessment instrument completion via vendor 
software/free CMS software which produces XML submission files

• Source data can come from a variety of sources including an EHR, but is then 
abstracted into the vendor or CMS free software

• Data Submission:
– Hospitals and EPs: CMS reporting portals
– PAC Settings: ASAP System

• Quality Measure Reporting:
– Hospitals and EPs: Submission and measure reports via CMS portal
– PAC Settings: Submission and measure reports via CASPER Reporting System



• Patient level on all patients in LTCHs & Hospices; Medicare 
in SNFs, Medicare/Medicaid in HHAs, and Medicare and 
MA in IRFs

• Discrete information, e.g., health assessment such as 
pressure ulcers, function, vaccination, mental status, etc.

• Specifies timepoints of when/what assessment 
information can be submitted

• Data  is to be verified and attestations to accuracy is 
required

Assessment Data



Assessment Instrument Collection: 
One Data Element: Many Uses



Components of the Assessment 
Instruments



Data Element Collection for 
Quality Measures



J1800 Coding Instructions

Complete only at the time of discharge. 



J1900 Coding Instructions

• Complete at the time of discharge. 

• Determine the number of falls that occurred since admission.

• Code the level of fall-related injury for each. 

• Code each fall only once. If the patient has multiple injuries in a single fall, code the fall for 
the highest level of injury. 



Using Data Elements to Calculate 
Quality Measures



PAC Data Submission and Reporting

• PAC setting collects assessment data and uses ASAP system to submit 
data to QIES National database 

• Quality measure data is calculated and stored in the QIES National 
database

• User-requested and auto-generated Quality Measure reports 
available to providers via the CASPER Reporting system
– Provider-Level QM Reports
– Patient-Level QM Reports
– Preview Reports (providers preview data prior to public reporting)



PAC QIES Data Infrastructure



Assessment Data Submission, Flow, 
and Sharing



Assessment Data Uses and Users



The CMS Data Element Library (DEL)



Thank You!

Stacy Mandl: stella.Mandl@cms.hhs.gov
Tara McMullen: tara.mcmullen@cms.hhs.gov
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