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Preventive Care and Screening: Tobacco Use: Screening and 
Cessation Intervention
Percentage of patients aged 12 years and older who were screened for 
tobacco use one or more times during the measurement period AND who 
received tobacco cessation intervention during the measurement period or 
in the six months prior to the measurement period if identified as a tobacco 
user. 
Three rates are reported:
a. Percentage of patients aged 12 years and older who were screened for
tobacco use during the measurement period
b. Percentage of patients aged 12 years and older who were identified as a
tobacco user during the measurement period who received tobacco
cessation intervention during the measurement period or in the six months
prior to the measurement period
c. Percentage of patients aged 12 years and older who were screened for
tobacco use one or more times during the measurement period AND who
received tobacco cessation intervention during the measurement period or
in the six months prior to the measurement period if identified as a tobacco
user
This eCQM is a patient-based measure

NOTE: This flow diagram represents an overview of 
population criteria requirements. Refer to the eCQM 
specification for a complete list of data elements 
included in this measure and required for 
submission.
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Sample Calculation: Population 3
   Performance Rate 3 =

Numerator (a3 = 35 patients)

Denominator (b3 = 100 patients) - Denominator Exclusions (x3 = 30 patients)
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70
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eCQM Identifier: CMS138v14 
eCQM Title: Preventive Care and Screening: Tobacco Use: Screening and Cessation 

Intervention 

NOTE: This flow diagram represents an overview of population criteria requirements. Refer to 
the eCQM specification for a complete list of data elements included in this measure and 
required for submission.  

Description: Percentage of patients aged 12 years and older who were screened for tobacco 
use one or more times during the measurement period AND who received tobacco cessation 
intervention during the measurement period or in the six months prior to the measurement 
period if identified as a tobacco user. Three rates are reported:  

a. Percentage of patients aged 12 years and older who were screened for tobacco use one
or more times during the measurement period;

b. Percentage of patients aged 12 years and older who were identified as a tobacco user
during the measurement period who received tobacco cessation intervention during the
measurement period or in the six months prior to the measurement period;

c. Percentage of patients aged 12 years and older who were screened for tobacco use one
or more times during the measurement period AND who received tobacco cessation
intervention during the measurement period or in the six months prior to the
measurement period if identified as a tobacco user.

This eCQM is a patient-based measure. 

eCQM Flow Narrative 

Initial Population 1  
Start by identifying the Initial Population 1, which includes patients 12 years of age and older 
with two or more eligible encounters or at least one preventive encounter during the 
measurement period. 

Denominator 1 
Denominator 1 equals the Initial Population 1. In the sample calculation for population 1 
provided on page 2, Denominator 1 is equal to 100 patients.  

Denominator Exclusions 1 
The Denominator Exclusions 1 criteria identify a subset of the Denominator 1 population by 
excluding patients who are in hospice care for any part of the measurement period. In the 
sample calculation provided on page 2, the Denominator Exclusions 1 are equal to 20 patients. 

Numerator 1 
The Numerator 1 criteria identify a subset of the Denominator 1 population by including patients 
who were screened for tobacco use at least once during the measurement period and identified 
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as either a tobacco non-user or a tobacco user. In the sample calculation for population 1 
provided on page 2, Numerator 1 is equal to 50 patients. 

Sample Calculation: Population 1 
A sample calculation for population 1 is provided to help determine how the measure 
performance rate 1 is derived. The measure performance rate 1 is calculated by dividing the 
Numerator 1 (total equals 50 patients) by the difference between the Denominator 1 (total 
equals 100 patients) and the Denominator Exclusions 1 (total equals 20 patients), which is 
equal to a score of 63 percent. 

Initial Population 2 
Start by identifying the Initial Population 2, which includes patients 12 years of age and older 
with two or more eligible encounters or at least one preventive encounter during the 
measurement period. 

Denominator 2 
The Denominator 2 criteria further constrain the Initial Population 2 to patients who were 
screened for tobacco use during the measurement period and identified as a tobacco user. In 
the sample calculation for population 2 provided on page 4, Denominator 2 is equal to 40 
patients. 

Denominator Exclusions 2 
The Denominator Exclusions 2 criteria identify a subset of the Denominator 2 population by 
excluding patients who are in hospice care for any part of the measurement period. In the 
sample calculation for population 2 provided on page 4, Denominator Exclusions 2 is equal to 
10 patients. 

Numerator 2 
The Numerator 2 criteria identify a subset of the Denominator 2 population by including patients 
who received tobacco cessation intervention during the measurement period or in the six 
months prior to the measurement period. In the sample calculation for population 2 provided on 
page 4, Numerator 2 is equal to 20 patients 

Sample Calculation: Population 2 
A sample calculation for population 2 is provided to help determine how the measure 
performance rate 2 is derived. The measure performance rate 2 is calculated by dividing the 
Numerator 2 (total equals 20 patients) by the difference between the Denominator 2 (total 
equals 40 patients) and the Denominator Exclusions 2 (total equals 10 patients), which is equal 
to a score of 67 percent. 

Initial Population 3 
Start by identifying the Initial Population 3, which includes patients 12 years of age and older 
with two or more eligible encounters or at least one preventive encounter during the 
measurement period. 
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Denominator 3 
Denominator 3 equals the Initial Population 3. In the sample calculation for population 3 
provided on page 6, Denominator 3 is equal to 100 patients. 

Denominator Exclusions 3 
The Denominator Exclusions 3 criteria identify a subset of the Denominator 3 population by 
excluding patients who are in hospice care for any part of the measurement period. In the 
sample calculation for population 3 provided on page 6, Denominator Exclusions 3 is equal to 
30 patients. 

Numerator 3 
The Numerator 3 criteria identify a subset of the Denominator 3 population by including patients 
who were screened for tobacco use and identified as a tobacco non-user; OR who were 
screened for tobacco use and identified as a tobacco user who received tobacco cessation 
intervention during the measurement period or in the six months prior to the measurement 
period. In the sample calculation for population 3 provided on page 6, Numerator 3 is equal to 
35 patients. 

Sample Calculation: Population 3 
A sample calculation for population 3 is provided to help determine how the measure 
performance rate 3 is derived. The measure performance rate 3 is calculated by dividing the 
Numerator 3 (total equals 35 patients) by the difference between the Denominator 3 (total 
equals 100 patients) and the Denominator Exclusions 3 (total equals 30 patients), which is 
equal to a score of 50 percent. 

2026 eCQM Flow

CMS138v14 9 Published 2025


	2026 eCQM Flow eCQM Identifier: CMS138v14
	Preventive Care and Screening: Tobacco Use: Screening and Cessation Intervention
	Sample Calculation: Population 1
	Sample Calculation: Population 2
	Sample Calculation: Population 3
	eCQM Identifier: CMS138v14 eCQM Title: Preventive Care and Screening: Tobacco Use: Screening and Cessation Intervention
	eCQM Flow Narrative
	Initial Population 1
	Denominator 1
	Denominator Exclusions 1
	Numerator 1
	Sample Calculation: Population 1
	Initial Population 2
	Denominator 2
	Denominator Exclusions 2
	Numerator 2
	Sample Calculation: Population 2
	Initial Population 3
	Denominator 3
	Denominator Exclusions 3
	Numerator 3
	Sample Calculation: Population 3







Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		CMS138-v14.0.000-eCQM-Flow.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 3



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



