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2021 eCQM Flow – CMS9v9: Exclusive Breast Milk Feeding (PC-05)* NQF# 0480e

Measure Flow Diagram

Version 9 August 2020

*This flow diagram represents an overview of population criteria requirements. Please refer to the eCQM measure specification for a complete list of 
definitions, direct reference codes, data or timing elements included in this measure and required for submission.
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Start

"Initial Population"

a

"Single Live Birth Encounter with 
Gestational Age 37 Weeks or 

More" 

"Single Live Birth Encounter"
["Encounter, Performed": 
"ENCOUNTER INPATIENT"]

WHERE 
Encounter (Diagnosis) "SINGLE LIVE 
BORN NEWBORN BORN IN HOSPITAL"

WITH
["Assessment, Performed": 

"GESTATIONAL AGE—AT BIRTH"] 
SUCH THAT

Gestational Age 
>= 37 ‘wk’

during encounter 

Criteria Met? ENDNO

Meets 
Denominator

"Single Live Term Newborn 
Encounter During 

Measurement Period"

"Single Live Birth Encounter With 
Birth Weight 3000 grams or More 

Without Gestational Age" 

"Single Live Birth Encounter"
["Encounter, Performed": 
"ENCOUNTER INPATIENT"]

WHERE 
Encounter (Diagnosis) "SINGLE LIVE 
BORN NEWBORN BORN IN HOSPITAL"

WITHOUT
["Assessment, Performed": 

"GESTATIONAL AGE—AT BIRTH"] 
SUCH THAT 

Gestational Age is not null

WITH
["Assessment, Performed": "BIRTH 

WEIGHT"] 
WHERE 

Birth Weight >= 3000 ‘g’ 
during encounter

OR

Continued 
on Page 2

YES
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Measure Flow Diagram (Continued)

Version 9 August 2020

*This flow diagram represents an overview of population criteria requirements. Please refer to the eCQM measure specification for a complete list of 
definitions, direct reference codes, data or timing elements included in this measure and required for submission.
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"Single Live Term Newborn Encounter 
During Measurement Period"

WHERE
(Facility Location) "NEONATAL INTENSIVE 

CARE UNIT (NICU)" 
OR 

(Discharge Disposition) "PATIENT EXPIRED" 
OR 

(Discharge Disposition) "DISCHARGE TO 
ACUTE CARE FACILITY"

OR 
(Discharge Disposition) "OTHER HEALTH 

CARE FACILITY"

Criteria Met?YESEND
Meets Denominator Exclusions NO

"Single Live Term Newborn Encounter With 
Newborn to NICU or Discharge to Acute 

Care or Other Health Care Facility or 
Expired"

b1

"Single Live Term Newborn 
Encounter With Length of Stay More 

Than 120 Days"
OR "Single Live Term Newborn Encounter With 

Galactosemia or Parenteral Nutrition"OR

"Single Live Term Newborn Encounter 
During Measurement Period"

WHERE
Length in Days > 120

"Single Live Term Newborn Encounter 
During Measurement Period"

WITH
["Procedure, Performed": "PARENTERAL 

NUTRITION"] starts during encounter
OR

WHERE EXISTS 
 (Diagnosis) "GALACTOSEMIA"

b2 b3

Continued 
on page 3



3

Measure Flow Diagram (Continued)

Version 9 August 2020

*This flow diagram represents an overview of population criteria requirements. Please refer to the eCQM measure specification for a complete list of 
definitions, direct reference codes, data or timing elements included in this measure and required for submission.

2021 eCQM Flow – CMS9v9: Exclusive Breast Milk Feeding (PC-05)* NQF# 0480e
N

um
er

at
or

    Numerator (c = 60)
Performance Rate =    ___________________________________________________________________________ = 75%

Denominator (a = 100)  -  Denominator Exclusions (b1 + b2 + b3 = 20)

"Single Live Term Newborn Encounter 
With Newborn Fed Breast Milk Only 

Since Birth"

c "Single Live Term Newborn Encounter During Measurement Period"

WITH
["Substance, Administered": "BREAST MILK"]  

WITHOUT
["Substance, Administered": "DIETARY INTAKE OTHER THAN BREAST 

MILK"] 
starts during encounter

Criteria Met?
END

Meets 
Numerator

END
Not in Numerator YESNO

Continued 
from page 

2
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Measure Flow Narrative

Version 9 August 2020

*This flow diagram represents an overview of population criteria requirements. Please refer to the eCQM measure specification for a complete list of 
definitions, direct reference codes, data or timing elements included in this measure and required for submission.

The measure flow diagram on the preceding pages illustrates the steps to determine the population criteria for this measure.
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n Start by identifying the initial population criteria as:
• inpatient hospitalizations for single liveborn newborns who were born in the hospital
• that ends during the measurement period  
• with an estimated gestational age at birth of >=37 weeks 
• or  a birth weight >= 3000 grams without an estimated gestational age at birth
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The denominator is the same as the initial population
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This measure is reported as the overall rate which includes all newborns that were exclusively fed breast milk during the entire
hospitalization
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The numerator criteria identify a subset of the denominator population (that did not meet the denominator exclusions criteria) by 
including inpatient hospitalizations for newborns who were fed breast milk only since birth

Measure Flow Narrative (Continued)

Version 9 August 2020

*This flow diagram represents an overview of population criteria requirements. Please refer to the eCQM measure specification for a complete list of 
definitions, direct reference codes, data or timing elements included in this measure and required for submission.

The measure flow diagram on the preceding pages illustrates the steps to determine the population criteria for this measure.
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s The denominator exclusions criteria identify a subset of the denominator population by excluding inpatient hospitalizations for 
newborns with any of the following:
• admitted to the neonatal intensive care unit (NICU)
• transferred to an acute care facility, or other health care facility 
• expired during the hospitalization
• a length of stay greater than 120 days that ends during the measurement period
• a diagnosis of galactosemia
• subject to parenteral nutrition
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