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2021 eCQM Flow – CMS71v10: Anticoagulation Therapy for Atrial Fibrillation/Flutter (STK-03)* 

Measure Flow Diagram

Version 10 August 2020

*This flow diagram represents an overview of population criteria requirements. Please refer to the eCQM measure specification for a complete list of 
definitions, direct reference codes, data or timing elements included in this measure and required for submission.
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Start "Encounter with Principal Diagnosis and 
Age"

"Encounter with 
Atrial 

Ablation Procedure"

"Encounter with a 
History of Atrial Fibrillation

 or Flutter"

"Encounter with Current 
Diagnosis Code of 

Atrial Fibrillation or Flutter"

"Ischemic Stroke Encounter"
"Encounter with Principal 

Diagnosis and Age"
 WHERE EXISTS

Encounter (Diagnosis) 
"ISCHEMIC STROKE" Rank=1

WITH 
["Procedure, Performed": 

"ATRIAL ABLATION"] 
starts before start of 

encounter

"Ischemic Stroke Encounter"
"Encounter with Principal 

Diagnosis and Age" 
WHERE EXISTS

Encounter (Diagnosis) 
"ISCHEMIC STROKE" Rank=1

WITH
["Diagnosis": "ATRIAL 

FIBRILLATION/FLUTTER"]
starts on or before end of 

encounter

"Ischemic Stroke Encounter"
"Encounter with Principal 

Diagnosis and Age" 
WHERE EXISTS

Encounter (Diagnosis) 
"ISCHEMIC STROKE"

Rank=1

WHERE
Encounter (Diagnosis)

 "ATRIAL FIBRILLATION/
FLUTTER"

"All Stroke Encounter"
"Non Elective Inpatient Encounter"["Encounter, Performed": 

"NON-ELECTIVE INPATIENT ENCOUNTER"] WHERE Length In Days 
<=120 AND ends during Measurement Period

WHERE EXISTS
Encounter (Diagnosis)

"HEMORRHAGIC STROKE" OR "ISCHEMIC STROKE" 
Rank=1

WITH
["Patient Characteristic Birthdate": "BIRTH DATE"] where Calendar 

Age In Years >= 18 at start of encounter

OR
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Measure Flow Diagram (Continued)

Version 10 August 2020

*This flow diagram represents an overview of population criteria requirements. Please refer to the eCQM measure specification for a complete list of 
definitions, direct reference codes, data or timing elements included in this measure and required for submission.
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"Denominator" 

WITH
"Anticoagulant Therapy at Discharge" 

["Medication, Discharge": "ANTICOAGULANT  
THERAPY"] 

during encounter

"Denominator" 

WHERE (Discharge Disposition) 
"DISCHARGE TO ACUTE CARE FACILITY" OR 

"LEFT AGAINST MEDICAL ADVICE" OR
"PATIENT EXPIRED" OR

"DISCHARGED TO HOME FOR HOSPICE CARE" 
OR

"DISCHARGED TO HEALTH CARE FACILITY FOR 
HOSPICE CARE"

"Encounter with Comfort Measures during 
Hospitalization" 

Continued 
from Page 

1 OR

"Denominator" 

WITH
"Intervention Comfort Measures" 

["Intervention, Order": OR "Intervention, Performed": 
"COMFORT MEASURES"] 

starts during Hospitalization With Observation
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Measure Flow Diagram (Continued)

Version 10 August 2020

*This flow diagram represents an overview of population criteria requirements. Please refer to the eCQM measure specification for a complete list of 
definitions, direct reference codes, data or timing elements included in this measure and required for submission.
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Numerator (c = 50)
Performance Rate = = 83%

Denominator (a1 + a2 + a3 = 100) – Denominator Exclusions (b1 + b2 = 20) – Denominator Exceptions (d = 20)

"Denominator"

WITH
"Reason for Not Giving Anticoagulant at Discharge"

["Medication, Not Discharged": "ANTICOAGULANT THERAPY"]
WHERE

(Negation Rationale)
"MEDICAL REASON" 

OR
 "PATIENT REFUSAL" 

during encounter
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END
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END
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Measure Flow Narrative

Version 10 August 2020

*This flow diagram represents an overview of population criteria requirements. Please refer to the eCQM measure specification for a complete list of 
definitions, direct reference codes, data or timing elements included in this measure and required for submission.

The measure flow diagram on the preceding pages illustrates the steps to determine the population criteria for this measure.
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n Start by identifying the initial population criteria as inpatient hospitalization encounters with:
• patients age 18 and older discharged from inpatient care (non-elective admissions) 
• a principal diagnosis of ischemic or hemorrhagic stroke 
• a length of stay less than or equal to 120 days that ends during the measurement period
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The denominator criteria further constrains the initial population by inpatient hospitalizations for patients with:
• a principal diagnosis of ischemic stroke
• and a history of atrial ablation, or current or history of atrial fibrillation/flutter
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s The denominator exclusions criteria are used to identify a subset of the denominator population by excluding denominator 

encounters with any of the following:
• patients admitted for elective carotid intervention (implicit by inclusion of only non-elective hospitalizations)
• or a documented discharge disposition of: 

• discharged to another hospital; or
• left against medical advice; or
• expired; or 
• discharged to either a health care facility or home, for hospice care

• or have comfort measures documented
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This measure assesses ischemic stroke patients with atrial fibrillation/flutter who are prescribed or continuing to take anticoagulation 
therapy at hospital discharge
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The numerator criteria identify a subset of the denominator population (that did not meet the denominator exclusions criteria) by 
including inpatient hospitalizations for patients prescribed or continuing to take anticoagulation therapy at hospital discharge

Measure Flow Narrative (Continued)

Version 10 August 2020

*This flow diagram represents an overview of population criteria requirements. Please refer to the eCQM measure specification for a complete list of 
definitions, direct reference codes, data or timing elements included in this measure and required for submission.

The measure flow diagram on the preceding pages illustrates the steps to determine the population criteria for this measure.
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ns The denominator exceptions criteria identify a subset of the denominator population (that did not meet the denominator exclusions 
criteria or numerator criteria) by excluding inpatient hospitalizations for patients with a documented reason for not prescribing 
anticoagulation therapy at hospital discharge - either a qualifying medical or patient reason
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